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Jayne Moon: Children's L2 writing development  : a neglected skill ? 

9 – 16  February 2007
Jayne Moon is now a freelance ELT Primary consultant  and teacher educator. She has extensive international experience in Asia, Europe and elsewhere as a teacher educator. Until 2004, she was  a lecturer in the School of Education, University of Leeds, where she  taught on postgraduate and short courses for experienced TESOL teachers and teacher trainers from all over the world. And  ran an M.Ed in TESOL(Young Learners). She is very interested in children's writing development in a second language  and in primary teachers’ professional development. She is the author of  Children Learning English  ( Macmillan)  and  one of the editors of Teaching English to Children and Research into Teaching English to Young Learners ( Univerity of Pecs).  
Some Key Questions/ Issues to think about
         Is writing a neglected skill?  
         What are the perceptions about writing in English in your context? Is it negatively perceived? 

         What are your learners’ attitudes to writing in the L2 ?
         How does your teaching context affect the way writing is perceived and   taught? 
         How much writing is done and of what type?

         Are children in your teaching context learning to write in more than one  script simultaneously ?   How does this influence their attempts to learn to 
write in English?  Does it delay their progress? How does it affect the way you teach ? 

               What changes do you notice in children’s writing over time?  
         To what extent does the teaching process/ approach taken by the teacher affect what develops in writing?  

          What are the  important influences  on your children’s  writing?  (e.g. IT, gender etc) Are these positive or negative?
         What  challenges/ problems do your learners face in writing in English?  
         Are there differences between FL and SL teaching contexts in terms of the type of problems learners face?
         Do you agree that children need a basic threshold of English competence before they are asked to compose simple written texts?
         How do you teach writing in your context? What are the main influences on your approach? 

         What are the different ways you respond to children’s writing in your  context? 
         Are you required to assess children’s writing formally in your context?  If yes, how do you assess writing?  

         When assessing or evaluating children’s work, what aspects of writing do you think should be focused on ? 
         Does marking or correcting children’s work help their writing to improve? In what ways?
         How does the way you respond to children's writing affect their  attitudes and motivation? 

         What is the relationship between reading and writing ? Is it essential that children can read in the L2 before they begin to write  ? 
      How do we deal with reluctant writers ? etc etc 

 
















Don’t miss out! Join our online discussions with EFL experts!








Join our discussions on http://groups.yahoo.com/group/younglearners/join!

