Here  is the summary of Gergo's and my hosted discussion on "Teaching

Tolerance through English":

U.S. Embassy Budapest's RELO Office started this YL SIG discussion by

posting a short blurb about the "Teaching Tolerance through English"

and "Roma and Friends" summer camps that take place every year on Lake

Balaton, Hungary.  We also posted a list of resources that we

considered essential elements that contributed to the success of these

camps.  The discussion then moved on to some key educational and

ethical issues; i.e.

1)  What is the best definition of "tolerance?"

2)   Can one experience away from home in a new, yet friendly

environment with people from other countries that you don't know very

well, truly change one's attitude towards the "other"?

3)  Are summer camps funded by foreign governments really the best way

to go about changing ingrained attitudes?  (In other words, are rich

Americans really just trying to buy the loyalty of underprivileged

teachers and students?  And are they using the English language as the

mechanism by which this happens?)

4)  Is all discrimination wrong?  Or is some of it justified?

5) Would tolerance-based educational practices change the way students

and teachers interact with each other?

Given the nature of this topic and the openness with which

participants in this discussion expressed their views, many

participants agreed to disagree on some of the points discussed, but

feedback overall at the end of  our week-long conversation was very

positive, and some participants expressed an interest in seeing some

of the materials used during the teacher training portion of the

"Teaching Tolerance through English," summer camp.

